
Speaker: 
Arnold Grori 
Research Centre for Semiotics 
Sekr. TEL 16-1 
Emst-Reuter-Platz 7 
D-10587 Berlin 
e-mail: a.groh@berlin.de 

The 21 5 1 Session 
of the United Nations 
Working Group on 
Indigenous Populations 

Geneva, July 21-25, 2003 

Statement 

Indigenous Peoples and Globalisation 

Thank you, M Chair 

The topic chosen for this year's session of the Working Group is certainly of major 
importance. Will indigenous peoples, within the progress of globalisation, either 
continue to exist in an emancipated way, respected and accepted by the global 
society, or will they - cease to exist? Globalisation exerts a unifying force upon 
people living in the periphery of the industrial culture. Under the social pressure of 
cultural dominance, the freedom of choice is very much reduced. Therefore, in order 
to grant equality and mutual acceptance, it is up to those who are already globalised, 
to concede cultural autonomy to indigenous peoples and, when being on indigenous 
territory, to encounter them with the same respect as indigenous people do towards 
the industrial culture. Within globalisation, there is the danger of cultural eradication. 
Many concepts of living have already been lost irreversibly. As a result, those 
concerned often end up in social misery. Deteriorated family structures, prostitution, 
and child labour, are no rare exceptions, but rather common in those areas where 
globalisation is gaining ground. These are the fruits of inconsiderate and exuberant 
growth. In order to shape the process of globalisation in a humane and dignified way, 
it will take lots of efforts to raise a sense of responsibility among those who actually 
are responsible for the present situation where indigenous peoples are being 
confronted by a very dominant global culture. But this raising of awareness should be 
considered a task of priority, if humanity shall be prevented from sustaining further 
loss. There are societies at stake. There are indigenous peoples at stake. 

Thank you, M Chair 

mailto:a.groh@berlin.de

